
 
 
 

            November, 2021 
 
 

Dear Friend 

What a year! We hope this letter finds you and yours well. While the library operations, 
programs, and other events were curtailed at the beginning of the year due to the pandemic, the 
library has since resumed most operations and, as the summer progressed, was back to normal 
hours and in person activities.  

 This environment has presented both challenges and opportunities for all of us. One of our 
challenges was learning how to fulfill our mission of providing support to the library and their 
patrons while navigating the return to a ‘new normal’.  As restrictions lessened, the Friends 
continued to support programs by providing funding for online events and other offerings that 
allowed the community to remain engaged with their library. Additionally, we held a very 
successful Sundays @Three concert outside and the Friends found ways to recognize the library 
staff for their continued adaptability, creativity, and hard work. 

One of the opportunities that presented itself was the gift of time.  Time to slow down, take a 
breath and perhaps reflect.  We were able to take stock of what was important and to try to 
make the best of the new situation that we found ourselves in.  During this time, Bernardsville 
continued to have a sense of community and a feeling of fellowship.  We were all in it together. 

In years past, neighbors came to the Bernardsville Library to read, relax, see friends, participate in 
programs, attend events, volunteer and, in times of crisis, seek a safe haven.  Throughout the 
year, the library continued this sense of community, albeit in a different fashion. Innovation was 
paramount to adapting to the changing environment.  Friends and neighbors had the opportunity 
to attend even more events and programs offered on-line. Library staff was available in person 
and on-line to support research and respond to questions, welcome new patrons, and offer a 
wide array of services to all.   

As we turn the corner, the Friends of the Bernardsville Library continues its mission to fund 
programs and events that foster this atmosphere of community. We were proud, once again, to 
fund an end of summer reading event and ice cream social (congratulations to the youth services 
staff for a wonderful program).  Our programs committee has already resumed the Sundays @ 
Three concerts series and have restarted the monthly Movies (Third Friday of the month). For 
details, check out the library events page for upcoming events. 

During the past year our volunteer recognition committee has acknowledged the hard 
work   of our library staff through periodic tokens of our appreciation.  
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Although much of the Friends work has been “behind-the-scenes” this year, you can see our 
mission of supporting the library continues. We do this by funding cultural events and 
programs, staff and volunteer recognition as well as providing financial support for building 
enhancements. This support depends solely on the generosity of you, our Friends, and 
neighbors. If you have an ability to donate either treasure, time, or talent to the Friends, we will 
be able to continue to maintain the community environment that is, and always has been, the 
Bernardsville Library.   

Many thanks to all who have supported our library and the Bernardsville community. 

  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Nancy Verduin 
President  
Friends of the Bernardsville Public Library   
 
 

 

 

You can find us at www.facebook.com/FriendsOfTheBernardsvillePublicLibrary/, on 

Instagram: FriendsofBernardsvilleLibrary and on twitter: FriendBvilleLib, as well as the library 

website at www.bernardsvillelibrary.org 

 
 
 
 

How your contribution helps our library: 

Book club bags…    Children’s enrichment …   Color copier…   Downloadable materials… 

Flipster…   Friday Afternoon Movies…  Local History Room…     Museum passes …     Newsletter…    

Professional development… Senior breakfast/program…   Spanish Language collection… 

Sundays @ Three Concerts…   Volunteer recognition…    Winter camp… 

Youth Programming… Friday Afternoon Movies 

 

http://www.bernardsvillelibrary.org/

